
 
FAIRHOUSE  primary SCHOOL  

 

Dear families 

It has been another fun-filled week here at Fairhouse Primary School.  As part of National Science 

Week, yesterday, two children from key stage 1 and two children from key stage 2 represented         

Fairhouse Primary School at the Berlesduna Academy Trustôs science competition.  The children had a 

great time exploring scientific concepts.  They explored air resistance and how paper aeroplanes can be 

best designed to fly.  I am pleased to say that Ethan and Grace were successful in achieving 3rd place 

in the competition for key stage 1.   Well done to both!  Also well done to Hayden and Fikunayomi for 

their great efforts for key stage 2.  Lots of fun was had by all. 

Alongside this competition, each year group has had a focus on an aspect of science.  Hereôs a snippet 

about some of the things that we have been exploring and learning: 

In EYFS, the mini project is Puddles and Rainbows so we have been     

learning all about the water cycle.  The children took part in an experiment 

using foam, food colouring and water.  

In year 1 we became food scientists to investigate 

whether wonky vegetables taste the same as the  

regular ones.  Since the sun has finally decided to shine, we have also been 

learning how to stay sun-safe.  

Year 3 have had a brilliant time exploring magnets!  We investigated how every 

magnet has a north and south pole, and we had great fun discovering which 

poles attract and which ones repel.  Using iron filings, the children were amazed to see the invisible 

magnetic field appear around different magnets.  We also  tested lots of objects to answer the big   

question: ñAre all metals magnetic?ò (We found out - no, theyôre not!).  As part of Science Week, the 

children have been practising their scientific skills by asking curious questions and making predictions.  

A fantastic week of hands on learning! 

Year 4 have been exploring sound.  They learned key vocabulary such as 

vibration, pitch, volume, sound waves, and frequency while discovering 

how sounds are made and how they travel.  The children made some   

predictions about what might happen in different situations and then      

carried out experiments to test their ideas. 

Year 6 posed the question 'What makes effective teamwork?'  The children 

worked in groups to complete a fun challenge where they had to draw a dog while each holding a peg 

attached to the same pen.  They carried out three different tests: in the first, no one was allowed to talk; 

in the second, everyone could talk; and in the third, only one  person was allowed to give instructions.  

Before starting, the children made predictions about which method would work best.  After completing all 

three tests, they evaluated their results and discussed what helped their team succeed.  Through this 

investigation, the pupils discovered that clear communication, listening to others, and  working together 

are all important parts of successful teamwork. 

In other subjects this week; as part of Design and 

Technology, the children in Year 2 experimented with 

a range of craft and recycled materials.  They used 

glue and sticky tape to make beach huts and shelters 

for small world figures.  They used a range joining 

techniques and strengthen their huts with lolly sick 

and straws. 
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In EYFS, the children are still enjoying our new topic learning all about Dangerous Dinosaurs.  Our mini 

project is Puddles and Rainbows so we have been learning all about the water cycle.  The children took 

part in an experiment using foam, food colouring and water.  They are still busy writing sentences and 

using capital letters, finger spaces and full stops.  We have seen huge    

improvements and they are looking forward to showing their writing at    

parents evening.  In maths they have been focusing on counting larger 

numbers and continuing number formation.   

In our outside area, we have a large play house where some of the 

children decided to repair the roof together.  They even wore hard hats 

and high-vis jackets for safety. 

Today, our Young Voices Choir performed to the rest of Key Stage 2 during assembly, they sang a   

wonderful rendition of the Wicked medley and were rewarded with a huge round of applause from the 

audience!  Well done to our Young Voices Choir, you were all very brave to perform in front of your 

peers and you sounded great! 

On Wednesday and Thursday next week we will be holding our Parentôs Evening, a message has been 

sent on Studybugs with all the information you will need to book your slot.  Slots are filling fast, If you 

have not already done so you can book a slot via: https://fairhouse.schoolcloud.co.uk/  If you have any 

issues with booking a slot please speak with the school office. 

Next Friday, we will be joining in with all the fun of Comic Relief (Red Nose 

Day).  As such, we invite children to come to school dressed in red or with red 

accessories and to bring a donation of Ã1 each to donate towards this charity.  

We will be selling red-nose inspired cupcakes at break time for all children.  

These are priced at Ã1each and all money raised will be going to Comic     

Relief.  To join in with the ñcomicò aspect of comic relief, we are inviting all 

children to share their favourite / best joke.  Children should write their joke, 

along with their name and class, on a piece of paper and drop it into our ñJoke 

Boxò - there will be a joke box in both the key stage 1 and key stage 2 halls.  We will be picking a        

selection of these to be shared in assembly on Friday 20th March. We look forward to reading through 

the entries! 

And finally, you will recall that Fairhouse took park in a Festive Run to raise much needed funds for St 

Lukeôs Hospice.  I am very happy to inform you that together we raised a wonderful Ã1,116!  A huge 

thank you to everyone who donated and well done again to all our pupils who took part. 

Have a great weekend everyone. 



 

School Dinner Menu - Week One  

16th  - 20th March 2026 

Monday  

Meatballs in Rustic Tomato Sauce 

Veggie Meatballs in Rustic Tomato Sauce  

Jacket Potato with Cheese & Beans  

Cheese Bap 

Seasonal Fruit Medley  
 

Tuesday 

Ham & Cheese Pasta Bake 

Mushroom Pasta Bake 

Jacket Potato with Cheese & Beans  

Jam Sandwich 

Chocolate Cake & Custard  
 

Wednesday  

Roast Turkey, Yorkie Pud & Gravy  

Vegan Buttermilk Chicken, Yorkie Pud & Gravy  

Jacket Potato with Cheese & Beans  

Egg Baguette  

Blueberry Muffin  
 

Thursday  

Chicken & Mushroom Pie  

Quorn Mince & Mushroom Pie  

Jacket Potato with Cheese & Beans  

Ham Wrap  

Honey Oat Biscuits 
 

Friday  

Fish Fingers 

Veggie Fingers  

Jacket Potato with Cheese & Beans  

Turkey Bap  

Fruity Friday  

Fairhouse Weekly Attendance Table 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Hedgehogs (KS1) and 
Saolas (KS2) who have earned the 
company of our attendance bears Fred 
and Freda in class next week. Also to 
Hedgehogs who have earned a spin on 
the attendance prize wheel for achieving over 98%  

attendance this week. Well done! 

A special mention to the children below who have 
displayed some of our core values this week: 

    Elephants 93.9% 

Pandas 90.8% 

Hedgehogs  99% 

Tigers  93.6% 

Macaws 90.4% 

Rhinos 95.7% 

Jaguars 95.2% 

Vaquitas 95% 

Belugas 96.5% 

Sea Otters 94.7% 

Gorillas  91.7% 

Saolas 96.8% 

Galapagos Penguins  91.7% 

Sea Turtles 95.9% 

Class  Child  Core Value  

Galapagos 

Penguins 

Sofia Kindness 

Sea Turtles Alessia Responsibility  

Gorillas  Sydney Courage  

Saolas Hidajete  Courage  

Belugas Sharav Kindness 

Sea Otters Zac Responsibility  

Jaguars Leo Responsibility  

Vaquitas Mayameen  Courage  

Macaws Valmira  Courage  

Rhinos   

Hedgehogs  Iulian  Responsibility  

Tigers  Faheema Responsibility  

Elephants Re-Rose Courage  

Pandas Saoirse Responsibility  

Shout Outs 
Miss Baldock would like to make a special    

mention to the following children:  

Favour who has progressed at swimming this 

term and now joins in with her peers.  

Oscar who has progressed at swimming this 

term and can swim lengths of the pool.  

Well done Favour & Oscar.  



 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Tuesday, 17th March 2026 

Reception Weigh & Measure 
 

Wednesday, 18th March 2026 

Reception Weigh & Measure 

Year 6 Crucial Crew Workshop 

Parentõs Evening 
 

Thursday, 19th March 2026 

Parent's Evening 
 

Friday, 20th March 2026 

Comic Relief / Red Nose Day 
 

Wednesday, 25th March 2026 

Year 6 Weigh & Measure 
 

Thursday, 26th March 2026 

Pupil Voice - British Values 
 

Monday, 30th March - Friday, 10th April 2026 

Easter Holidays 
 

Wednesday, 15th April 2026 

ôSetting Boundariesõ Parent Workshop - 9am - 11.30am 
 

Thursday, 30th April 2026 

Berlesduna Orienteering Event 

New Intake 2026 Welcome Meeting 5 - 6pm 
 

Monday, 4th May 2026 

Early May Bank Holiday 
 

Wednesday, 6th May 2026 

EYFS Trip - Barleylands Farm Park 
 

Monday, 11th - Friday, 15th May 2026 

Year 6 SATS Week 
 

Wednesday, 20th May 2026 

Year 2 Trip - Hever Castle 
 

Monday. 25th - Friday 29th May 2026 

Half Term 
 

Wednesday, 3rd June 2026 

ôRoutines Ruleõ Parent Workshop - 9am - 11.30am 

Year 1 Trip - Call of The Wild Zoo 
 

Tuesday, 16th June 2026 

Year 3 Trip - Colchester Castle 
 

Thursday, 18th June 2026 

Berlesduna Football & Netball Tournament 
 

Wednesday, 24th - Friday, 26th June 2026 

Year 6 Residential Trip - Danbury Outdoors Centre 
 

Wednesday, 1st July 2026 

Berlesduna Swimming Gala 
 

Thursday, 2nd July 2026 

Year 5 & 6 District Athletics 

Breakfast Club  

Breakfast Club MUST be pre -booked via 

ParentPay. Bookings should be made 24hrs 

in advance.  

Breakfast club runs from 8am - 8.40am  and 

costs £2 per child per day. Last entry is at 

8.15am. 

Parents MUST accompany their child to the 

main doors by the office where they will be 

met and registered by a member of staff.  

Various breakfast options will be available 

such as cereal, toast & crumpets as well as 

fresh juice & milk.  

Parking in the local area 
Please drive with caution and be aware of children    
outside the school, there have been a few near 

misses with vehicles driving and reversing at speed. 

Please also be considerate of our neighbours when 
dropping off and collecting your children from 

school. We have received a number of complaints 
from local residents due to parents parking on & 
blocking the entrances / driveways at Fairhouse 
Court and Napier Close at drop off and pick up 

times. 



 

Studybugs  

Fairhouse are using a more 

efficient and secure system 

for messaging parents, called Studybugs. The website & 

app has an easy to use messaging service which allows 

us to set up a chat feature with parents to notify you of 

anything you may need to know about and   answer 

any queries you may have. It is also our absence line 

service allowing parents to easily notify school of their 

childõs absence. 

Please download the free Studybugs app, or register on 

the Studybugs website.  

If you need any assistance in setting this up on your 

phone, please call into the school office and we will be 

happy to help.  

Break Time Snack  

Our school tuck shop has a range of 
healthy snacks available daily. Each 
item costs 50p and children are  
limited to one item each. If you wish 

to send your child in with a snack from home 
please make sure it is something from our    
approved snack list which can be found on our 
school website.  

Key Stage 1 children receive a piece 
of fruit as part of the healthy 
schools initiative. They are not    
permitted to bring in their own 
break time snack.  

{ŎƘƻƻƭ ¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ 
hǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ 

¶ DǊŜȅ ǘǊƻǳǎŜǊǎΣ ǎƪƛǊǘ ƻǊ ǇƛƴŀŦƻǊŜΦ 
¶ ²ƘƛǘŜ Ǉƻƭƻ ǎƘƛǊǘ 
¶ .ƻǧƭŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƧǳƳǇŜǊ ƻǊ ŎŀǊŘƛƎŀƴΦ 
¶ DǊŜȅ ǝƎƘǘǎΦ 
¶ .ƭŀŎƪΣ ƎǊŜȅ ƻǊ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƴƪƭŜ ǎƻŎƪǎΦ 
¶ DǊŜȅ ǎƘƻǊǘǎ ƻǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ 
¶ .ƭŀŎƪ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƘƻŜǎ ƻǊ ![[ .[!/Y ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎƻƭŜǎ - ƴƻ ōƛƎ ƭƻƎƻǎ ƻǊ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜǎύΦ 

[ŜƎƎƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ bh¢ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ bh¢ ōŜ ǿƻǊƴ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

 

Important information - Term time holidays  

Improving school attendance is a key priority for all schools across Essex. Where families choose to take 

a family holiday during term time, this can detrimentally impact a pupilõs progress and can prevent them 

from fulfilling their true academic potential. Our school attendance policy, available via our school     

website, clearly sets out the process that parents should follow if they wish to apply for leave during term 

time. Please note that applications should only be made, if you feel that there are exceptional                 

circumstances which mean that the leave cannot be taken during the school holidays.  We would ask all 

parents to note that, where families choose to go on holiday during term time and the absences are coded 

as unauthorised, Essex County Council may not issue penalty notices and may instead proceed straight to 

prosecution and place the case directly before the Magistrates for their consideration in court.  If found 

guilty by the Magistrates, parents could face a fine of up to £2,500 and/or 3 months imprisonment.  



 


